TABLE 43. 1 : Quantitative Comparison of Thai and Lao Inventories 





Consonant Consonant 
Symbols Phonemes 


Simple 

Vowel 

Symbols 


Core Vowel 
Phonemes 


Thai 
Lao 


44 21 
27 20 


19 
18 


21 
21 


TABLE 43.2: 


Sound Changes Affecting Interpretation of Thai and Lac 






Thirteenth 
Century 


Twentieth 
Century 



(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 



compare: 



compare: 



1^ 


b 


ph 


w 


ph 


ph 


Vl^ 


m 


m 


^ 


m 


m 


u 


?b 


b 


/I 


bh(?) 


ph 
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TABLE 43.3: Thai and Lao Consonants 



Indie 
Prototype 


Thai Letter 


Thai Sound 
as Initial 


Lao Letter 


Lao Sound 
as Initial 


Class 


Sound as 
Final 








A. Velar and Palatal Letters 








k 


n 


k- 


n 


k- 


I 


-k 


w 


kh 


% 


kh- 


2 


kh- 


2 


-k 


ll i 




'^ 


(kh-) 






2 




^ > ? £ 


g 


f\ 


kh- 


a 


kh- 


3 


-k 






f] 


(kh-) 






3 







gh 


%\ 


kh- 






3 


-k 





n 


^ 


ng- 


3 


ng- 


3 


-ng 


J 


c 
ch 




c- 
ch- 


"^ 


c- 


I 
2 


-t 


1 °? 

B 

CD 


J 


% 


ch- 


^ 


s- 


3 


-t 


Oh 




% 


s- 






3 


-t,(-s) 


C/3 


jh 
n 


m 
^ 


ch- 

y- 






3 
3 


-t 
-n 






B, 


Retroflex and Dental (alveolar) Letters 






0^ 


(t) 
t 

th 
d 


I 


d- 
(t-) 
th- 
th- 






I 
I 
2 
3 


-t 
-t 
-t 
-t 


pq 6 


dh 


m 


th- 






3 


-t 




n 


m 


n- 






3 


-n 




(t) 


f\ 


d- 


n 


d- 


I 


-t 




t 


^ 


t- 


n 


t- 


I 


-t 




th 


x\ 


th- 


n 


th- 


2 


-t 




d 


n 


th- 


m 


th- 


3 


-t 




dh 


^ 


th- 




th- 


3 


-t 




n 


n 


n- 


TJ 


n- 


3 


-n 








C. Labial and Labiodental Letters 








(P) 


u 


b- 


U 


b- 


I 


-P 




P 


iJ 


P- 


u 


P- 


I 


-P 




ph 


w 


ph- 


y 


ph- 


2 


-P 






pj 


f- 


tJ 


f- 


3 






b 


r\ 


ph- 


u 


ph- 


3 


-P 






y\ 


f- 


h\ 


f- 


3 


-p,(-f) 




bh 


cfl 


ph- 




ph- 


3 


-P 




m 


^ 


m- 


jj 


m- 


3 


-m 





TABLE 43.3: Thai and Lao Consonants (continued) 



Indie 




Thai Sound 




Lao Sound 




Sound as 


Prototype 


Thai Letter 


as Initial 


Lao Letter 


as Initial 


Class 


Final 


D. Residual Consonant Letters 


y 


U 


y- 


5 


n- 


3 

I 


-y 
-y 


r 


1 


r-,(l-) 


s 


h- 


3 


-n 


r 






(S) 


1- 


3 


-n 


1 


^ 


1- 


Q 


1- 


3 


-n 


V 


1 


w- 





V-, (W-) 


3 


-w 


s 


ff 


s- 






2 


-t 


s 


1^ 


s- 






2 


-t 


s 


^ 


s- 


§1 


s- 


2 


-t, (-S) 


h 


V\ 


h- 


m 


h- 


2 




1 


^ 


1- 






3 


-n 







['-] 


9 


r-] 


I 






S 


h- 






3 





TABLE 43.4: Compound and Conjunct Forms as Class-changing Alternates 



Thai Compound 


Thai Sound 
ng- 


Lao Compound Lao Conjunct 


Lao Sound 


Class 


Vl^ 


013 


- 


ng- 


2 


vin 


n- 




OIU 


m 


n- 


2 


Vl^ 


m- 




OIU 


m 


m- 


2 


v\^ 


1- 




aiQ 


21 


1- 


2 


V\l 


w- 




010 


- 


V-, (w-) 


2 


VII 


r- , 


(1-) 


- 




- 


2 


y\u 


y- 




UlU, 015 


- 


n- 


2 


m 


y- 




- 


(U) 


(y-) 


I 
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TABLE 43.5: 


Simple 


5/ic?rf an<3 


^ Long Vbw^/ Symboi;s 














Thai 




Lao 






Thai 




Lflo 








-Z V\Z 




nti . 


ka 




-1 


m 


-n 




nn 


ka: 




n 


° 



n 


ki 




<=5) 


n 


ca 




n 


ki: 




n 


9 


n 


ku 




1) 


n 


nj 




^ 


ku: 




n 


C3 


G3 

n 


ku' 


[kui] 


<=a 


n 


ca 




n 


ku': 


[kuii] 



TABLE 43.6: Short Vowel Indicated by Final Z Added to Long-vowel Form 



Thai 


Lao 






Thai 




Lao 




b— ay bl lay 


\3 — «-J 


cnti 


ke 


L- 


Lfl 


c- 


on 


ke: 


u-^ un^ 


cc-t; 


ccntj 


kae 


IL- 


un 


cc- 


ccn 


kae: 


ay 1 <-|ay 
b— ay bl lay 


U 


In::^ 


ko 


I- 


In 


l- 


In 


ko: 



TABLE 43.7: Compound Vowel Symbols; Consonant Symbols Used as Vowels 



Thai 




J/10 




Thai 


Lao 






\>-iz ini^ 


G-nti 


cnnt^ 


ko' [ko] 


-0 


na 


- 




n 


ko': 


[koi] 


1,-0^ me^ 



c- 


en 


koe [kY] 


l-Q 


mo 


C- 


ca 

cn 


koe: 


[kYi] 


Cu \.m 


c-5, G-U 


cng, cnu 


kia [kis] 




\>m 


C-9 


cn9 


ku'a 


[kui9] 


Qy Qy 

-1 r\i 


-0 


no 


kua [ku9] 


t-1 


tm 


c-n 


cnn 


kaw 


[kaw] 


\.-n kn^j 


ca ca 

C-5, c-u 


ens, cnu 


koe:y [kvij] 
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TABLE 43.8: Symbols Standing for Other Vowel-Consonant Combinations 



Thai Lao 


Thai Lao 


In In kay 
^-1 nn kam 


In tn kay(<*i:aar) 
nq - kri,kru' 


TABLE 


43.9: Main Tone Rules 




Open Syllables Closed Syllables 




Unmarked Marker- Marker- Short Vowel Long Vowel 


A. Main Thai Tone Rules (tones marked as in Haas 1964) 


Class I 
Class 2 
Class 3 


mid low(^) falling C^) low(^) low(^) 
rising low(^) falling (^) low(^) low(^) 
mid falling (^) high(0 highC) falling (^) 


B. Main Lao Tone Rules (tones marked as in Kerr 1972) 


Class I 
Class 2 
Class 3 


low mid(") high falling (') high(0 low falling (") 
low rising mid (") low falling (") high ( ') low falling (") 
high(0 midC) high falling (^) mid(-) high falling (^) 



TABLE 43.10: Numerals 





/ 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 





Thai 


(i) 


b 


en 


d 


•^ 


b 


d 


d 


g 





Lao 


9 


i 


5 


d 


i 


§ 


n 


a 


cu 
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